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Scope – weights
Image from ECHA report 2018 - from a 2004 report

Now lures are also included the scope

Scope: Fishing tackle? Or sinkers and lures? Not clear 



Timeline

• 2018: The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) concludes:

“there is sufficient evidence to justify further measures on the use of

lead in fishing weights and in ammunition (shot and bullets).”

• 2019: The EU Commission requires from ECHA:
A restrction proposal on lead in ammunition and fishing tackle

• 2019: ECHA launched (with a deadline in December):

A call for comments and evidence from interested parties

• [a number of ECHA committee meetings and stakeholder consultations]

• March 2023:
ECHA’s restriction proposal delivered to the EU Commission

Ongoing and next steps:

• The EU Commission is preparing a legislative proposal - to be published ???

• Thereafter, acceptance or rejection by the EU Council and/or EU Parliament



EFTTA’s position on 
ECHA’s lead restriction proposal

ECHA
1) Ban of lead in sinkers, jigs, lures
Threshold: 1 % w/w

1a) Alloys used in lures:

Threshold: 1 % w/w

1b) Dust shots/small sinkers:
ECHA claims tungsten putty is a 

doable alternative

2) A sales and use ban

3) Phasing in time of restriction:

sinkers  & lures ≤ 50 g (3 years) 
                           > 50 g (5 years)

EFTTA
1) A couple of exemptions needed:

1a) Alloys used in lures:

Threshold: 3% due to the fabrication process
Threshold: 0% needed in lures made by 

stamping/pressing process.

1b) Dust shots/small sinkers: 
Exemption needed for dust shots smaller or 

equal to 0.06 grams [size 14 to size 8] as no 
viable alternatives

2) Agrees a sales and use ban

3) One transition period: 5 years. 



Thank you!

ECHA documents: 
https://echa.europa.eu/hot-topics/lead-in-shot-bullets-and-fishing-weights

EFTTA’s lead restriction position:
https://www.eftta.com/news/article/pending-lead-ban-eftta-position-2024

https://echa.europa.eu/hot-topics/lead-in-shot-bullets-and-fishing-weights
https://www.eftta.com/news/article/pending-lead-ban-eftta-position-2024
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